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ARAM HUR 
 

160 Packard Avenue, Medford, MA 02155 

aram.hur@tufts.edu | www.aramhur.com  

 
 
EMPLOYMENT 

 
Tufts University, The Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy 

 

• Associate Professor of Political Science, with tenure, 2025—present  

• Assistant Professor of Political Science, 2023—2025 

• Kim Koo Chair in Korean Studies, 2023—present   

 

University of Missouri 

• Assistant Professor of Political Science, Truman School of Government & Public 

Affairs, 2019-2023  

• Co-Director, Institute for Korean Studies, 2020-2023  

 

New York University 

• Provost Postdoctoral Fellow & Visiting Scholar, Wagner School of Public Service, 

2015-2019 

 
 

ACADEMIC AFFILIATIONS 

 

Columbia University, Weatherhead East Asian Institute 

• Visiting Scholar, 2025-26 

• Adjunct Associate Research Scholar, 2023—2024  

 
 

EDUCATION 

 
Princeton University, Ph.D. and M.A. in Politics, 2015 

Harvard University, M.P.P., Kennedy School of Government, 2009 

Stanford University, B.A. with honors in Communication and English, 2007 

 

 
RESEARCH & TEACHING INTERESTS 

 

Comparative and international politics, nationalism, democracy, qualitative and mixed-methods, 

identity politics of Asia, Korea 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aram.hur@tufts.edu
http://www.aramhur.com/
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RESEARCH 

 

BOOKS 

 

Narratives of Civic Duty: How National Stories Shape Democracy in Asia (2022) 

 Cornell University Press | Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute at Columbia 

 

• Winner, 2023 Robert A. Dahl Award for “scholarship of highest quality on the subject of 

democracy,” American Political Science Association 

• Short List, 2023 Luebbert Book Award for best book in Comparative Politics, American 

Political Science Association 

• Selected for the 2025 Nations and Nationalism Debate hosted by LSE IDEAS 

 

• Reviewed in Political Science Quarterly, Foreign Affairs, Politics Today, Seoul Journal of 

Korean Studies, Korean Studies, Journal of Asian Studies, APSA Democracy and Autocracy 

Newsletter, New Global Studies, Pacific Affairs 

• Featured in New Books Network, Korean Kontext Podcast, The Korea Society, LSE IDEAS 

 

 
JOURNAL ARTICLES 

 

• “Democratic Benefits of Nationalism,” Nations & Nationalism, 2025, forthcoming. 

 

• Joan Cho and Aram Hur, “The Perils of South Korean Democracy,” Journal of Democracy 

vol. 36 no.2 (2025): 38-46. 

 

• Aram Hur, “South Korea’s Democracy at a Crossroads,” Korea Observer vol. 56 no. 1 

(2025): 1-18. 

 

• Aram Hur and Andrew Yeo, “Democratic Ceilings: The Long Shadow of Nationalist 

Polarization in East Asia,” Comparative Political Studies vol. 57 no. 4 (2024): 584-612.  

 

• Aram Hur, “Migrant Integration and the Psychology of National Belonging,” Journal of 

Ethnic and Migration Studies vol. 49 no. 13 (2023), 3245-3266. 

 

• Aram Hur, “Citizen Duty and the Ethical Power of Communities: Mixed-Method Evidence 

from East Asia,” British Journal of Political Science vol. 50 no. 3 (2020), 1047-1065. 

 

• Aram Hur, “Refugee Perceptions toward Democratic Citizenship: A Narrative Analysis of 

North Koreans,” Comparative Politics vol. 52 no. 3 (2020), 473-493. 

 

• Aram Hur, “Adapting to Democracy: National Identity and the Political Development of 

North Korean Defectors,” Journal of East Asian Studies vol. 18 no. 1 (2018), 97-115. 

 

• Aram Hur, “Is there an Intrinsic Duty to Vote? Comparative Evidence from East and West 

Germans,” Electoral Studies vol. 45 (2017), 55-62. 

 

• Aram Hur and Christopher H. Achen, “Coding Voter Turnout Responses in the Current 

Population Survey,” Public Opinion Quarterly vol. 77 no. 4 (2013), 985-993. 

https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501766213/narratives-of-civic-duty/#bookTabs=1
https://politicalsciencenow.com/aram-hur-receives-the-2023-robert-a-dahl-award/
https://www.apsanet.org/STAFF/Staff-Page-dev/Membership-Workspace/Organized-Sections/Organized-Section-Awards/Organized-Section-Awards/Section-20#article
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/events/2025/06/Nations-and-Nationalism/LSE-IDEAS-Debate-on-Narratives-of-Civic-Duty-How-National-Stories-Shape-Democracy-in-Asia
https://academic.oup.com/psq/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/psquar/qqad045/7202269
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/narratives-civic-duty-how-national-stories-shape-democracy-asia
https://politicstoday.org/narratives-of-civic-duty-how-national-stories-shape-democracy-in-asia/
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/252/article/916938
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/252/article/916938
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/931011/pdf?casa_token=y0x8dAT0hq8AAAAA:IqTalaaKwVCI776WQYpuhH4eeEcjx9xH4jFtsh9OvTZFfgHn243bnZwHZ3GX4Di8GT4BfPJh
https://watermark.silverchair.com/11163121.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAA_cwggPzBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggPkMIID4AIBADCCA9kGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMW1ZkoXkDqhZ-ycm5AgEQgIIDqt0dnLK-l3bkqKaWU-3aWhwp3ukEPHwXLsbx0ev9Bodca5rjWkt7L0KY6pHiCuhVSRnfXUmgin2E6ZSiukuSFwQHYeBcwhU_MwNmr0URjIjgqWZcSiDkMI7EoQEFbfNvBkj8lI9OS1WZXJKs-6jnu-oRFBdlxBM4x66BnIwKFhxOYnLqn1xWEyL0w4KS-zlsM6dIbvXzFUPDDoAn_1d873Di--tbILTNBD6qRveKFHjMYzAp6YLCb99nVJZys5tKAPt9LsbSbxRekrSsstawNp8HjE2sw-zl_s44RiY-jCog9zN6tSxT_NxRxs7AEu4GsK57Yaku_pdKe3ggxNMBT6Nfa64yPqgVnnrCbCYauuK6tqZv8uN274BvWuTJ_-WQWdvvCLeXHSgLkmZBPlzV3TbXbCfsZugq7iQpK7nSUOG-OHg0ZG1Mgj_k_rlWyfoEWaYMwhrsrL4sSMoqpejrz1eslx8KPA1bL8tYOeuz6VnEmVoLy3_g_iZs_R_h7dXj0juMmGT9nNBnX3vEVCTZwTxmf6eUXb5sBVBOkY3NDQYga5LRzgwIYnMqCUcwlwtW_94ty8igYXzEaAAIPOQAZUIsVc0zQRjBX6YxiAAscRq68vKwf3fNCTMeqb-XJf1nd6zzFwdBXoyJ8vU1tZyg4aAjIFSbofEev1i3fBC_GkRhPbdY06BqYfbWJz78mJakVZRpJIdJdLEH0KX_ZRpg1mD06SGW_aS02Rst8zMHS4oq7Y3bCGkitx5985NzRjxY3vy_HQYKASnu-kRxm8gCYHzQnNcxZYY_3fxuvkT7010EC2ct59QG1tlVipFPdgE_NfApgrv2YoRxaJZDqUFb7PztuxLhceJRpg4V4SSQNIXQHxBUcdMr-SaGAg5e5iBaDqPeqbUI5eyqiEXAM0-cth4A0XUHFq0J5eehsETMLxYCCaWeRTVA03INH5y-PKYUFbyPly5Xa_kgi5inZQ97lZw4XUr7B-c7BqwwOnGGl7sMJzSmfPyQUBKUd7CWNbT4b-li9ltXpwPGfXOO-Ys5YVXh2xA0JLiNNnHLPqTRMTwlv0H3UyP_iBiAgZXGrLZgrtwpat9_L-R2XjoGMCZBQhzXHuzCQGgObgpIeZ26Ovo7PxzCOg1LDeoFJ1YoVf6BEicXPh-Px0IXvb_QS8cEb-YxiyXQwcxCpYgl9UT6vaYhxg4OxoG7TH3l_9qMeNFR5mLlBOO4zylKD2PNqJBclY7KqtsynPLvJjQt
https://connect.apsanet.org/s35/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2024/08/Polarization-and-the-Past-August-Newsletter.pdf
https://connect.apsanet.org/s35/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2024/08/Polarization-and-the-Past-August-Newsletter.pdf
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/ngs-2025-0013/html
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/paaf/paaf/2024/00000097/00000004/art00006
https://newbooksnetwork.com/narratives-of-civic-duty
https://keia.org/podcasts/democracy-and-duty-in-korea-aram-hur/
https://www.koreasociety.org/policy-and-corporate-programs/item/1680-how-national-stories-shape-democracy-in-asia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Gsvskoexkw
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/nana.70034?domain=author&token=C2QRT4JNQPWZEBPPT3J2
https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/1/article/954560/summary
https://openurl.ebsco.com/EPDB%3Agcd%3A16%3A61312/detailv2?sid=ebsco%3Aplink%3Ascholar&id=ebsco%3Agcd%3A184051545&crl=c&link_origin=scholar.google.com
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00104140231178724
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00104140231178724
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1369183X.2022.2132381
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/citizen-duty-and-the-ethical-power-of-communities-mixedmethod-evidence-from-east-asia/1ADEA5823896CE4D86654D18BF794053
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/citizen-duty-and-the-ethical-power-of-communities-mixedmethod-evidence-from-east-asia/1ADEA5823896CE4D86654D18BF794053
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/cuny/cp/2020/00000052/00000003/art00007
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/cuny/cp/2020/00000052/00000003/art00007
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-east-asian-studies/article/adapting-to-democracy-identity-and-the-political-development-of-north-korean-defectors/3E80FFD0D5E36CB9E1CF09B09D00D744
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-east-asian-studies/article/adapting-to-democracy-identity-and-the-political-development-of-north-korean-defectors/3E80FFD0D5E36CB9E1CF09B09D00D744
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379416301883?casa_token=wx9r28ltN0sAAAAA:OgExtyIZvKPEKPh8jayWbQJ3hNsoufreKiJGJ4WCwjwZ8bsSGSv13iGyId4szBv3LZqQ2HYUqQ
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379416301883?casa_token=wx9r28ltN0sAAAAA:OgExtyIZvKPEKPh8jayWbQJ3hNsoufreKiJGJ4WCwjwZ8bsSGSv13iGyId4szBv3LZqQ2HYUqQ
https://academic.oup.com/poq/article-abstract/77/4/985/1843466
https://academic.oup.com/poq/article-abstract/77/4/985/1843466
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• Aram Hur and Christopher H. Achen, “Civic Duty and Turnout in Japan and South Korea,” 

Korean Election Studies vol. 1 no. 2 (2011), 45-68. Korean Version. 

 
 

BOOK CHAPTERS 

 
• Aram Hur, “Uses and Misuses of Nationalism in the Democratic Politics of Korea,” South Korea’s 

Democracy in Crisis: The Threats of Illiberalism, Populism, and Polarization, Gi-Wook Shin and 

Ho-Ki Kim eds., (Stanford: Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center, 2022), 51-80. 

 

• Aram Hur, “North Korea’s Sharp Power and the Divide Over Korean Identities,” Joint U.S.-Korea 
Academic Studies vol. 30 (2019), 181-198. 

 
 

BOOK REVIEWS 

 
• Aram Hur, “Memories of Unbelonging: Ethnic Chinese Identity Politics in Post-Suharto Indonesia. 

By Charlotte Setijadi. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2023. 296p. Hardback.” APSA 

Democracy & Autocracy Newsletter vol. 22 no. 1 (2024), 25-28. 

 

• Aram Hur, “Stateness and Democracy in East Asia. Edited by Aurel Croissant and Olli Hellmann. 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 2020. 286pp. 29.99 paper.” Perspectives on Politics vol. 

21 no. 1 (2023), 391-392. 

 

• Aram Hur, “Pride, Not Prejudice: National Identity as a Pacifying Force in East Asia. By Eunbin 

Chung. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2022.” H-Diplo | RJISSF Roundtable Review 

14-14. March 6, 2023, 9-13. 

 

• Aram Hur, “Change and Continuity in North Korean Politics. Edited by Adam Cathcart, Robert 

Winstanley-Chesters, and Christopher Green. New York: Routledge, 2017. 153 pp. 145.00 cloth.” 

Pacific Affairs vol. 91 no. 4 (2018), 821-824. 

 
 

SELECTED WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 
• Democratic Ceilings, book project 

 

• Curious Case of the Opposition in East Asia, with Joan Cho (Wesleyan), short book project 

 

• “National Storytelling and Native Attitudes toward Migrants,” with Gidong Kim (HUFS) 

 

• “What’s Fair? Generational Class Consciousness in South Korea,” with Gidong Kim (HUFS)  

 

• “When does Polarization Turns Pernicious?” 

 

• “Mere Area Studies” 

 

• “Racism in East Asia,” with Taeku Lee (Harvard) and Jae Yeon Kim (UNC Chapel Hill) 

https://www.aramhur.com/uploads/6/0/1/8/60187785/2011.kes_civic_duty_in_korea_and_japan.pdf
https://kiss.kstudy.com/Detail/Ar?key=2941299
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=HRr0EAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA51&dq=aram+hur&ots=sh3lvX3h8G&sig=rL25gyLKSQ9lVpUKv6tIrTljOiw#v=onepage&q=aram%20hur&f=false
https://keia.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/kei_jointus-korea_2019_2.4.pdf
https://connect.apsanet.org/s35/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2024/08/Polarization-and-the-Past-August-Newsletter.pdf
https://connect.apsanet.org/s35/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2024/08/Polarization-and-the-Past-August-Newsletter.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/abs/stateness-and-democracy-in-east-asia-edited-by-aurel-croissant-and-olli-hellmann-new-york-cambridge-university-press-2020-286p-9999-cloth-2999-paper/41A98235563487D861700A6741E60E99
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/abs/stateness-and-democracy-in-east-asia-edited-by-aurel-croissant-and-olli-hellmann-new-york-cambridge-university-press-2020-286p-9999-cloth-2999-paper/41A98235563487D861700A6741E60E99
https://networks.h-net.org/node/28443/discussions/12423972/h-diplorjissf-roundtable-review-14-14-chung-pride-not-prejudice
https://networks.h-net.org/node/28443/discussions/12423972/h-diplorjissf-roundtable-review-14-14-chung-pride-not-prejudice
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44874912?casa_token=-87lJXLW8KcAAAAA%3AbYTvVceGMxhhBvC02oWO6KBbnIisVb4j5_Y5uyyTuPo8CZ56K9OyufK-Nfo-uIgEWSu539SObJxGK9-B1yUZARqlFsHgtwvoVASbvUqEUZaadErGMCU
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44874912?casa_token=-87lJXLW8KcAAAAA%3AbYTvVceGMxhhBvC02oWO6KBbnIisVb4j5_Y5uyyTuPo8CZ56K9OyufK-Nfo-uIgEWSu539SObJxGK9-B1yUZARqlFsHgtwvoVASbvUqEUZaadErGMCU
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POLICY & OP-ED WRITING 

 

• “How South Korea Wins APEC,” The Korea Herald, October 23, 2025. 

• “What America Should Learn from South Korea’s Democratic Crisis,” with Andrew Yeo, The Hill, 

January 3, 2025. 

• “Young South Koreans Don’t Trust a State That Betrays Them,” Foreign Policy, November 17, 

2022. 

• “South Korea’s Demographic Crisis is Challenging Its National Story,” Compendium on 

Demographics and the Future of South Korea, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2021. 

• “Why Taiwan’s Humanitarian Assistance to Hong Kong Matters,” with Sheena Greitens, Foreign 

Policy, July 2, 2020. 

• “The next ‘Korea problem’ may be about the growing identity divide on the peninsula,” The 

Monkey Cage, Washington Post, February 21, 2018. 

 
 

AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS 

 
• Fine Faculty Fellowship Award, The Fletcher School, Tufts University, 2024-25 

• Winner, Robert A. Dahl Award for “scholarship of highest quality on the subject of democracy,” 

American Political Science Association, 2023 

• Short List, Luebbert Book Award for best book in Comparative Politics, American Political Science 

Association, 2023 

• Gold Chalk Award for Teaching, Social Science Division, University of Missouri, 2023 

• Korea Foundation, Next Generation Research Program Grant, $35,000, 2022-23 

• Winner, Sherman Emerging Scholar Award, The Korea Society, 2021 

• U.S.-Korea NextGen Scholar, CSIS Korea Chair and USC Korean Studies, 2018-19 

• NYU Wagner School of Public Service, Student Research Collaborative Grant (with Tony Bertelli), 

2016 

• Harvard University, The Korea Institute, Postdoctoral Fellowship, 2015-16 (declined) 

• Vanderbilt University, Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions, Postdoctoral Fellowship, 

2015-16 (declined) 

• Princeton Institute of International and Regional Studies Dissertation Fellowship, 2014-15  

• Mamdouha Bobst Center for Peace and Justice, Research Grants, 2011-13 

• Princeton Institute of International and Regional Studies, Research Grant, 2012  

• Princeton East Asian Studies Department, Research Grant, 2012 

• Harvard Kennedy School, Shorenstein Center Scholarship, 2007-09 (full graduate tuition) 

• Kwanjeong Foundation National Scholarship, South Korea, 2003-07 (full undergraduate tuition) 

 

 
INVITED TALKS & CONFERENCES 

 
AY 2025-26 (On sabbatical) 

• Harvard Kennedy School, Ash Center, Global Challenges to Democracy Seminar, November 19, 

2025. 

 

AY 2024-25 

• LSE IDEAS, 2025 Nations and Nationalism Debate for Narratives of Civic Duty, June 4, 2025. 

https://www.pressreader.com/korea-republic/the-korea-herald-9BMD/20251023/281956024010792?srsltid=AfmBOooirx5YHP7RzI2uYcuOGFwmXdtQsZGaFNy-9raO2tlHLDkKH8DZ
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/5065721-what-america-should-learn-from-south-koreas-democratic-crisis/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/11/17/southkorea-itaewon-stampede-halloween/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/06/29/south-korea-s-demographic-crisis-is-challenging-its-national-story-pub-84820
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/02/why-taiwans-assistance-to-hong-kong-matters/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/02/21/the-next-korea-problem-may-be-about-the-growing-identity-divide-on-the-korean-peninsula/


 Hur | 5 

• Georgetown University, CP-IR Mortara Research Seminar, April 7, 2025. 

• MIT, CIS Global Research & Policy Seminar, “How Nationalist Polarization Threatens 

Democracy: Lessons from South Korea,” March 13, 2025. 

• Tufts University, Tisch College, Democracy on the Brink Symposium, invited panelist on “Modern 

Threats to Democracy,” February 27, 2025. 

• Tufts University, Inclusive Education Series, invited panelist on “Tools and Strategies for 

Addressing Political Polarization,” February 13, 2025. 

• Harvard Kennedy School, Ash Center, “Martial Law in South Korea: What Happened and What’s 

Next,” December 16, 2024. 

• Harvard University, Program on U.S.-Japan Relations, “New Party Politics of East Asia,” 

December 2, 2024. 

• University of Michigan, Nam Center for Korean Studies, Perspectives on Contemporary Korea 

Conference, November 8-9, 2024.  

• Boston University, Center for the Study of Asia, October 24, 2024. 

• University of Toronto, Comparative Politics Seminar, October 4, 2024.  

 

AY 2023-24 

• KFAS-Stanford Sustainable Democracy Roundtable II, Seoul, South Korea, June 19-21, 2024. 

• Oxford University, Blavatnik School, Workshop on Changing National Narratives, May 20-21, 

2024. 

• Arizona State University, Special Lecture for the School of International Cultures and Lectures, 

April 4, 2024 (virtual). 

• Boston University, Comparative Politics Workshop, March 27, 2024. 

• University of Pennsylvania, Christopher Browne Center for International Politics, Discourse as 

Power Conference, March 7-8, 2024. 

• The Korea Society, Book talk on Narratives of Civic Duty, October 13, 2023. 

• KFAS-Stanford Sustainable Democracy Roundtable I, Stanford, CA, August 28-30, 2023. 

• UT-Austin, Asia Policy Program, Book talk on Narratives of Civic Duty, August 24, 2023 (virtual). 

 

AY 2022-23 

• NYU, Frontiers in Empirical Research on East Asia (FEREA), May 19-20, 2023. 

• Columbia University, Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Book talk on Narratives of Civic Duty 

moderated by Andrew J. Nathan, April 25, 2023. 

• University of Michigan, Center for Japanese Studies, Aging in Asia Conference, March 2-3, 2023. 

• Johns Hopkins University, Center for East Asian Studies, Book talk on Narratives of Civic Duty, 

February 28, 2023. 

• Stanford University, The Hoover Project on Taiwan in the Indo-Pacific Region, Book talk on 

Narratives of Civic Duty, January 26, 2023. 

• The Korea Society, “South Korea’s Demographic Challenge,” January 12, 2023. 

• UT-Austin, Center for Taiwan Studies, Innovations in the Study of Taiwan Politics, “Democratic 

Ceilings in East Asia”  

 

AY 2021-22 

• University of Michigan, Weiser Center for Emerging Democracies, Roundtable on Democratic 

Ceilings, “Democratic Ceilings in East Asia” 

• The Korea Society, Kim Koo Professional Series, Invited Speaker on “Dynamics of South Korea’s 

Democracy and Drivers Impacting Governance” 

• Association for the Study of Nationalities, Roundtable on “Nationalism: What We Know and What 

We Still Need to Know” 
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• Ethnic Goods Workshop on Consequences of Nationalism, Institut Barcelona d’Estudis 

Internacionals (IBEI), “Narratives of Civic Duty: How Nationalism Shapes Democracy” 

• University of Pennsylvania, Penn Development Research Initiative (PDRI), Barriers and Bridges 

to Immigrants’ Integration Conference, “National Belonging and Limits to Civic Integration” 

• The Korea Society, The Sherman Family Emerging Scholar Lecture, “Korea’s Changing National 

Story and Democratic Future” 

• University of Pennsylvania, Center for East Asian Studies, “Democratic Ceilings in East Asia” 

• Stanford University, Shorenstein APARC, “Are South Korean Liberals Truly Liberal?” 

 

AY 2020-21 

• Stanford University, Shorenstein APARC, “Is Korean Democracy in Crisis?”  

• UCSD School of Global Policy and Strategy, Korea-Pacific Program, “National Belonging and 

Civic Integration: Evidence from North Korean Refugees” 

• University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, “The U.S.-South Korea Alliance and East Asia” 

• National Committee on North Korea (NCNK), Emerging Scholars Series, “North Korean Refugees 

as Democratic Citizens in South Korea” 

 

AY 2019-20 

• University of Southern California, Center for International Studies, Working Paper Series, “How 

Refugees Define Successful Integration and Why It Matters: Evidence from Korea” 

• University of Pennsylvania, Identity & Conflict Lab, Immigration: Research Frontiers and Policy 

Challenges Conference, “How Refugees Define Successful Integration and Why It Matters: 

Evidence from Korea” 

• Korea Economic Institute, Sharp Power and Value Diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific ISA panel, 

“North Korea’s Sharp Power and the Divide Over Korean Identities” 

 

AY 2018-19 

• George Washington University, Institute for Korean Studies, The Evolution of Rights in Korea 

Conference, “Refugee Perceptions toward Democratic Citizenship: A Narrative Analysis of North 

Koreans” 

• NYU, Liberal Studies, “North Korea: What Happens Next” 

• Temple University, Institute of Contemporary Asian Studies, “The Next Korea Problem: Identity 

Politics and the Peninsula” 

 
AY 2017-18 

• Wesleyan University, The Catalyst Workshop on Policymaking in East Asia, “Refugee Perceptions 

toward Democratic Citizenship: A Narrative Analysis of North Koreans” 

• UCSD School of Global Policy and Strategy, North Korea Workshop, “Refugee Perceptions toward 

Democratic Citizenship: A Narrative Analysis of North Koreans” 

 

AY 2015-16 

• Brown University, Watson Institute for International Studies, “A Communal Duty Model of Citizen 

Compliance” 

 

AY 2012-2013 

• McGill-Princeton University Voter Turnout Workshop, “Coding Voter Turnout Responses in the 

Current Population Survey,” with Christopher Achen 

• Asian Election Studies International Conference in Daejeon, South Korea, “Civic Duty and Turnout 

in Japan and South Korea,” with Christopher Achen 
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• International Conference on Asia-Pacific Studies, National Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan 

 

 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

 
PUBLIC LECTURES/PANELS 

• Riverdale Country School, King Lecture speaker, “Benefits of Nationalism,” December 2, 2025. 

• Expert panelist, “Unpacking South Korea’s Snap Presidential Election,” The Korea Society, June 

4, 2025. 

• Expert panelist, “South Korean Presidential Election,” CSIS Capital Cable, May 22, 2025. 

• Expert panelist, “Martial Law Implications for South Korea and the U.S.-Korea Relationship,” The 

Korea Society, December 11, 2024. 

• Expert panelist, “Charting the Future: U.S.-Taiwan Relations After the 2024 Election,” Foreign 

Policy Research Institute, December 11, 2024. 

• Expert panelist, “The Present and Future of Feminism and Gender Inequality in South Korea,” 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, August 2024. 

• Expert panelist, “Next Decade for South Korea” Council on Foreign Relations, May 3, 2024. 

• Consultant, U.S. Department of State, ROK’s Demographic Crisis, October 2023. 

• Invited U.S.-based expert, Sustainable Democracy Roundtable Series, Stanford University-Korea 

Foundation for Advanced Studies, August 2023 (Part I) and June 2024 (Part II) 

• “Democracy and Duty in Korea,” Korean Kontext Podcast, Korea Economic Institute, April 2023. 

• “Narratives of Civic Duty: How National Stories Shape Democracy in Asia,” New Books Network 

Podcast, March 3, 2023. 

• Expert panelist, “South Korea’s Demographic Challenge,” The Korea Society, January 12, 2023. 

• “Korea’s Changing National Story and Democratic Future,” The Korea Society, The Sherman 

Family Emerging Scholar Public Lecture, May 6, 2021. 

• “Episode 3: The Upside of Nationalism,” Scope Conditions Podcast, 2020. 

 

SELECTED PRESS/MEDIA INTERVIEWS 

• “Martial law’s animosity has outlived decree—and now defines political identity,” The Korea 
Herald, front page, December 4, 2025. 

• “How two duelling history influencers explain South Korea’s polarized politics,” The Economist, 

October 3, 2025. 

• “How Charlie Kirk’s death galvanized South Korea’s MAGA conservatives,” The Washington 
Post, October 3, 2025. 

• “Breaking Through Political Polarization,” Feature article, Tufts Now, February 11, 2025. 

• “Ruthless Politics of South Korea is rooted in Cold War history,” The Wall Street Journal, 
December 15, 2024. 

• “South Korean opposition moves to impeach president after remarkable misstep,” The 

Washington Post, front page, December 4, 2024. 

 

 

TEACHING 

 

COURSES 

 

The Fletcher School, Tufts University 

• Nationalism 

• Identity Politics of East Asia 

https://koreasociety.org/policy-and-corporate-programs/2007-unpacking-south-korea-s-snap-presidential-election
https://www.csis.org/events/south-korean-presidential-election-capital-cable-113
https://www.koreasociety.org/policy-and-corporate-programs/1942-martial-law-implications-for-south-korea-and-the-u-s-korea-relationship
https://www.fpri.org/event/2024/charting-the-future-us-taiwan-relations-after-the-2024-election/
https://keia.org/podcasts/democracy-and-duty-in-korea-aram-hur/
https://newbooksnetwork.com/narratives-of-civic-duty
https://www.koreasociety.org/policy-and-corporate-programs/item/1636-south-korea-s-demographic-challenge
https://www.koreasociety.org/policy-and-corporate-programs/item/1482-sherman-family-korea-emerging-scholar-lecture-2021
https://www.scopeconditionspodcast.com/episodes/episode-3-the-upside-of-nationalism-with-aram-hur
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10628069
https://www.economist.com/1843/2025/10/03/how-two-duelling-history-influencers-explain-south-koreas-polarised-politics
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/10/03/charlie-kirk-south-korea-conservatives-maga/
https://now.tufts.edu/2025/02/11/breaking-through-political-polarization
https://www.wsj.com/world/asia/south-koreas-martial-law-debacle-is-rooted-in-cold-war-history-a91f9eca?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqcwcO9U_dvKh3l4B-Cdu8cU_AY3mlsWHN4ghgQ3k_QFT7MSKAtCKO4ZDWOnUGU%3D&gaa_ts=6939c935&gaa_sig=L7vnuQBTM1Vii56iDd8r0p5FUKJcpp1SDY0s8eVl27k04NEh9NJHMZOKDFstHHno5OkLibLnqUYwIprr8CiLog%3D%3D
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/12/04/south-korea-martial-law-president-impeachment-news/


 Hur | 8 

• Challenges to Democracy in East Asia 

• Qualitative and Mixed-Methods 
 

University of Missouri 

• Nationalism and Democracy, Undergraduate 

• Introduction to Comparative Politics, PhD seminar 

• Research Design and Qualitative Methods, PhD seminar 

• Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict, PhD seminar 

• Public Service and Democracy, MPA 

• The Public and Policy Change, MPA 

 

NYU 

• Policy Formation and Policy Analysis, MPA  

• Capstone: Advanced Research Projects in Applied Research, MPA  

• Political Participation and Policy 

 

 

ADVISING 
 

PhD (*indicates Chair or Co-Chair) 

 

Completed 

• Kouakou Donatien Adou, University of Missouri, Africa Fellow, The World Bank 

• Eun A Jo, Cornell University, Postdoctoral Fellow at Dartmouth College, incoming Assistant 

Professor at William & Mary 

• Gidong Kim*, University of Missouri, Assistant Professor, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies 
(HUFS) 

• Yu Bin Kim, University of Missouri, Assistant Professor at Knox College 

 

In progress 

• Kenneth Hills*, The Fletcher School 

• Aryanna Hyde, University of Missouri 
 

Fletcher MALD Capstones 

• Rosie Soto, 2025, “How to Reverse a Demographic Crisis: What to Learn from South Korea’s Low 

Fertility Rate” 

• John Cho  

• Serena Chow 

 
 

SERVICE 

 

TO FLETCHER 

• Fletcher Asia Forum, Founding Faculty Director, 2024—present  

o Launched new academic program that aims to bridge gap between scholarship and policy 

on contemporary Asia 

o Secured external seed funding from the Boston Consulate General of Korea to host 

speaker series and the inaugural Annual Conference, “Future of Democracy in Asia” 

• Admissions Committee, AY 2024-25 
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TO UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 

• MU Institute for Korean Studies, Co-Director, AY 2020-23 

o Procured $35k external funding from The Korea Foundation and recurrent internal 

support from MU Arts & Sciences.  

o Launched the Undergraduate and Graduate Fellows programs and hosted the inaugural 

Annual Research Symposium, “New Identity Politics of Korea” 

o Initiated an international partnership with the Yun Posun Institute for Democracy in 

South Korea 

• Faculty Annual Review Committee, Truman School, AY 2022-23 

• Political Science-Truman School Merger Committee, AY 2020-21 

• Undergraduate Committee, Department of Political Science, AY 2019-21 

• International Initiatives Committee, Truman School, AY2019-21 

 
TO DISCIPLINE 

 

Journal Service 

• Nations and Nationalism, International Advisory Board, 2025—present  

• Asian Survey, Editorial Board, 2021—present  

• Reviewer for American Journal of Political Science, Journal of Politics, World Politics, 
Comparative Politics, Journal of East Asian Studies, Asian Survey, Electoral Studies, Journal of 

Public Policy, International Journal of Public Opinion Research, International Migration Review, 

Pacific Affairs, Korea Journal, Party Politics, Political Behavior, International Studies Quarterly, 
Korean Studies, Citizenship Studies, Third World Quarterly, Korea Observer, Journal of Ethnic 

and Migration Studies, Social Sciences, H-diplo, Perspectives on Politics, Asian Politics and Policy 

 

Committees 

• APSA Nationalism and Politics Section, Executive Committee Member, 2025-26 

• The Korea Society, Sherman Emerging Scholar Lecture Award, External reviewer, 2025-26 

 

Conferences 

• Organizer 

“Future of Democracy in Asia,” Fletcher Asia Forum, The Fletcher School, Tufts University, April 

25, 2025 

“New Identity Politics of Korea,” Institute for Korea Studies, University of Missouri, April 12, 

2023 

• Panel organizer/chair 

APSA 2023, “New Security in Korea” (chair) 

APSA 2022,“Democratic Ceilings: The Curious Stability of Low-Quality Democracies” (organizer  

with Gerry Munck) 

APSA 2020, “Nationalist Politics in Asia” (organizer) 

AAS 2020, “Inequalities in East Asian Democracies” (organizer with Sara Newland) 

AAS 2018, “After Defection: Identity Politics of Integrating North Korean Refugees” (organizer) 

  MPSA 2016, “Drivers of Democratic Change” (organizer with Joan Cho) 

 

Book/Disciplinary Workshops 

AY 2024-25  

• Book workshop for Cambridge Elements Series on Politics of Development at MIT, April 24, 2025 

• Book workshop for The Past That Binds: Authoritarian Nostalgia, Group Sentiment, and Voter 

Behavior by Sanghoon Kim-Leffingwell (Asst Professor, University of North Texas), April 2, 2025 
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• Korea Political Science Colloquium (KPSC) 

• Virtual Workshop on Authoritarian Regimes (VWAR) 

 

AY2023-2024  

• NYU Frontiers in Empirical Research on East Asia 

• APSA Mini-Conference on Asian Political History 

• Korean Political Studies Colloquium (KPSC), virtual workshop for emerging scholars 

 

 
OTHER 

 

Memberships: APSA, Association for Asian Studies, Association of Korean Political Studies (life term 

member) 

 

Citizenship: United States (as of March 16, 2018) 

 

Languages: Korean (native) 

 

 

 
Last updated: December 2025 

 


